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MEDICAL BOARD STAFF REPORT 

 
 
DATE REPORT ISSUED:  October 6, 2014 
ATTENTION:    Members, Enforcement Committee 
SUBJECT: Pain Management Expert Reviewer Policy 
STAFF CONTACT: Kimberly Kirchmeyer, Executive Director and Jane Zack 

Simon, Supervising Deputy Attorney General (SDAG) 
 
 
REQUESTED ACTION:   
After review and consideration of the information, make a motion to change the Medical Board 
of California’s (Board) pain management expert reviewer policy to use one expert reviewer 
board certified in pain management rather than two expert reviewers. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In 2002, the Board established a policy on the review of cases involving pain management 
issues.  That policy stated for these types of cases the Board would require at least two experts 
reviewers, one board certified in pain management, and one physician board certified in the same 
specialty as the physician under investigation.  Since the requirement for physicians to obtain 
continuing medical education has been in effect since January 1, 2002, the Board and the 
Attorney General’s Office do not believe this policy should still be required.  The background 
and further information on this policy is found in the attached document by SDAG Jane Zack 
Simon (Attachment A). 
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