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SCOPE OF PRACTICE and PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY 
Licensed Midwife Certified Nurse-Midwife 

Scope of Practice 
Licensed midwives (LM) provide the necessary supervision, care 
and advice to women prior to and during pregnancy, labor, 
postpartum and the inter-conceptional period and care for the 
well newborn and infant. They provide care as independent care 
providers and without physician supervision in homes, birth 
centers, offices, clinics and hospitals. This care includes 
preventive measures, the detection of abnormal conditions and 
complications in the mother and child, and the procurement of 
medical assistance when necessary.  They provide emergency 
care until medical help can be obtained. 
 
Prescriptive Authority 
LMs have the authority to directly obtain and administer drugs 
that are necessary to their practice of midwifery and consistent 
with their scope of practice. LMs do not administer schedule II 
controlled substances and do not require “standardized 
procedures.” 

Scope of Practice 
Certified nurse midwives (CNM) provide the necessary 
supervision, care and advice to women during pregnancy, labor, 
postpartum and inter-conceptional periods under physician 
supervision. They conduct deliveries and care for the well 
newborn and infant. They provide this care in homes, birth 
centers, offices, clinics and hospitals. This includes preventive 
measures, the detection of abnormal conditions in mother and 
child, and procurement of physician assistance and consultation 
when indicated.  They provide emergency care until physician 
assistance can be obtained. For additional care the CNM utilizes 
standardized procedures as described in Section 2725 of the 
Business and Professions Code. (Title 16 California Code of 
Regulations section 1463) 
 
Prescriptive Authority 
CNMs have authority to furnish drugs, including schedule II 
controlled substances, under “standardized procedures.” CNMs 
do not have the authority to obtain these medications directly. 
 

EDUCATION and LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS 
Licensed Midwife Certified Nurse-Midwife 

Education 
Education prepares LMs for the management of reproductive 
health care, pregnancy, birth, and postpartum care of the 
otherwise well woman and immediate care (up to 6 weeks) of the 
well, newborn infant. 
 
Licensure Requirements 
Graduation from a midwifery school that meets the following 
criteria: 
 “The midwifery education program shall provide both academic 
and clinical preparation equivalent, but not identical to that 
provided in programs accredited by the American College of 
Nurse Midwives...” [Business & Professions Code (B&P) 
section 2512.5 (a) (3)] 
OR 
“An approved midwifery education program shall offer the 
opportunity for students to obtain credit by examination for 
previous midwifery education and clinical experience.  
…Beginning January 1, 2015, new licensees shall not substitute 
clinical experience for formal didactic education.” [B&P section 
2513 (a)] 
AND 
“...the applicant shall successfully complete a comprehensive 
licensing examination adopted by the board which is equivalent, 
but not identical, to the examination given by the American 
College of Nurse Midwives.” [B&P section 2512.5 (a)(1)] 

Education 
Education prepares CNMs for the management of primary care 
for women throughout the lifespan, including reproductive 
health care, pregnancy, birth and postpartum care for the 
otherwise well woman. 
 
Licensure Requirements 
The applicant must hold a valid license as a registered nurse in 
California and be a graduate of an approved nurse-midwifery 
program. The attainment of clinical skills must meet Core 
Competencies for Basic Midwifery Education (American 
College of Nurse-Midwives 2012).  All California Nurse-
Midwifery education programs approved by the Board of 
Registered Nursing are Master degree programs within Schools 
of Nursing.  [B&P section 2746] 


