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At times we hear criticism
that California rates low among
the 50 siates in the percentage
of doctors disclpiined.  How-
aver, lt ls not clear howthesefig-
ures areobtalned. Foraxampls,
does an administrativa review
resulting Ina warning or caution
congittute discipiine? A careful
analysis of all actlons seems 10
Indicate that Californla actually
Is about in the middle percen-
tagewise.

1 course thase figures can be looked upon In two ways. By
analogy, Is It safer to live in a community with an extremely high ar-
rest rate, or a community with a low arrest rate? Qbwviously, if both
communtiles are dolng their jobs propary, R would appear to be
saler 1o live in the communlty with the fow arrest rate. So should &
ba with physiclan discipline.

PRODUCING GOOD DOCTORS FROM THE BEGINNING

if medical schoois do their johs properly, select and teach
competent, moral, sthical and honest students, they should tuminto
graduates of the same callbrg.  If the Licensing Division of the
Medical Board of Cailfornia does fis job properly, there should be
tew Incompetent, jmmoral, unethical or dishonest physiclang fi-
censed.

Finally, ¥ the Division of Medical Quality monltors physiclans
properly, and disciplines early thase who are incompetent, immoral,
unathical or dishonsst, few of thesa physiclans will remaln licensed.

It appaars 1o me that ones of the reasons that we are not & state
with the highest percentage of discipiinred doclors is that alf three
steps are being camled ocut well, Not pedectly, of course. Thare
ahways ls room for iImprovernen. A system has never been crealed
that ts parfect, and there probably Is no prospect for this — whather
it be lawyers, physiclans, politiclans, judges, mayors, legislalora,
atc. However, wa do conslanily strive to minimizs our imperfec-
tlons. The Board has constantly supported and Inltlatad legisiation
ta kmprove ks oversll function,

The madical profession has very high visibility. Great emotions
ara generaied by press reports of glaring incompstence or unethical
of imnonal behavior. These acts, of course, cannot be condoned.
Howaevar, all too little publichy and visibiy occur from the good
1
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things physiclans do. Sure, we read about the spectacular heart
transplants, Iiver transplants, re-sawing of limbs and fingors, new
wonder drugs, etc. With reports such as these,  Is no wonder the
public expects perfection and frequently cannot undersiand a less
than perfect result - a death from surgery or pneumonia, for
sxample.

Physicians must continue fo hold themselves to the highest
standards of competence, athics and morals. We owe & lo our-
selves; wa ows i 1o our patlents. Any bad act reflects, not only on
the haaith providaer, but adversely on the medical profassion az a
whole. it hurts the general image and the confidence which patients
should rightiy expect to have in physiclans.

REDUCING DISCIPLINE, NOT INCREASING, IS GOAL

Our goal should be to decrease the percent of physiciang In
need of discipiing -- just as in soclety as a whole we thyta decrease
the number of peopie on drugs, stc. Every physiclan disciplined by
the Baard represents a faliure and a tragedy in our systern.

Eachysear wa discipiine a number of physiclans which is equhva-
lant to the graduates of several madical schools. An analysls of the
recent disciplinary actions the Board has taken shows thal the
greater number were not for iIncompetance, but ware for unethical,
Immaoral or dishonest acts. Examinalions can be ghven to help
determine competence. But what can be done about mmoral, un-
ethical or dishonest conduct?

Beliaving that long term characler patterns are determined by
previous experlence and behavioral patterns, one cannot help but
wondar whether medical schools can do a betler Job of selecting
applicants who arg not only competent, but have other essendial
characterislics. The goal Is graduates who will be the competen,
moral, ethical and honest physiclana we all expect. Furthermore,
would i not be beneficial if the medical schools all over the workd
required courses In medical ethics?

In iooking ovar the procaedures relaiing to licensing physiclans,
ft came as a surprise ta me to find In the laws goveming health pro-
fasslon licensure {the Business and Professions Code) Saction 484,
which states:

Mo person apphing for licensurs under this code shall be
required to submit to gy ficensing board any attestation by other
persons to his good moral characler.

Thus, how can the Board screen applicants g try and decrease
the number who enter our system with character defects which wil
eventually get them In trouble in Califormla? 1tis my oplnion that this
Is a glaring error, and one tha Legisiature should correct!
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DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

December 1, 1989 through January 31, 1990

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

BERNATH, Oftc N., M.D. {C-039208) -
Akron, OH

2305 B&P Code

Disclplined by Ohlo Medical Board for akd-
ing and abetting undicensad porsons to wilte
orders and treat patients. No appsarance.
Revoked. December 4, 19689

BREWER, Edward A., M.D. {C-017872) -
Phoenix, AF

2305 B&P Code

Disciplined by Arizona Medlcal Board for
prescribing viclatlons.

Revoked. Default. January 16, 1990

BRALY, Jimmy Lee, M.D. (C-033888) -
Encino, CA

2242, 2234(b), 2285 B&P Code

Gross negligence In performing inadequate
work-up on patlemt. Drug prescribing with-
out prior physical examination and medical
Indication. Using fictitious name without
first obtalning a fictitious name permii from
this Board.

Revoked, stayed, 4 years probation on temms

“"™$nd condiions. May 24, 1989

JUDICIAL REVIEW COMPLETED

BROECKEL, Phillip, M.D. {G-002717) -
San Juan, TH

2305 B&P Code

Disciplined by Texas Medical Board for
eorwiction of four separate felonles.
Revoked. Defaull. Decsember 4, 1389

CACERES-TORRES, Alvaro, M.D. (G-
037733) - Delana, CA

Violated probation of prior discipline by
concaallng a conviction for a misdemeanor
on the Board's quarterly statemers fomm.
Six month suspension. December 20, 1589
JUDICIAL REVIEW RECENTLY COM-
PLETED

CHIAROTTING, Michael R, M.D. (G-
039528) - Bonita, CA

2234(s), 2238, 2239 B&FP Code

Stipulated Decislon. Dishonasty In writing
false prescriptions {and with explred DEA
permit] to oblain narcotic drugs for self-
use.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on lerms
and conditions.  January 18, 1990

DEAN, Jemes D., M.D. (C-025208) - Sama
Ana, CA

2234(b).{(c), 2261, 2262, B10, 2234(c) B&P
Code

Groas negligence, repeated negligent acts
and Incompetence In numarous cosmetic

=7

surgaries by a private practitioner (“Board
Cariified, American Society of Cosmetie
Breast Surgery™). False Insurance billings
claiming surgeries wersa for lunctional dis-
orders whan In fact they were for cosmatic
purposes.

Revoked. .January 14, 1987

STILL IN JUDICIAL REVIEW. NO STAY
ORDER.

DILED, Francesco B., M.D. {(G-015335) -
Battimore, MD

2305 B&P Code

Stipulated Declslon.

Discipiined by Maryiand Medical Board for
misusing psychedellc drugs In treating
patients; sox misconduct with patients.
Revoked. Pass psychiatric axam, than 5
years probation on terms and conditions.
January 17, 1990

DO, SonHong, M.D. (A-036784) - Walnut,
CA

490, 2234, 2236 B&P Code

Convictipn for fling false claims to Medl-
Cal.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions. Decembar 29, 1989

FLYNN, Pairick, M.D. (C-023421) - Car-
son Cly, NV

2305 B&P Cods

Disciplinad by Arizona Medical Board lor
alcohol abuse.

Rewolied, stayed, 5 years probation on torms
and condilons. December 29, 1809

GUROVICH, Yuzef E., M.D. (A-041073) -
Los Angeles, CA

2264, 2236 BA&P Code

Stipulated Decision. Conviction for alding
and abetting an unlicensed person to prac-
tice madicing In respondent’s office.
Revoled, stayed, 3 years probation on terms
and conditions, including 30 days suspen-
sion. December 29, 1989

JOLLY, Michsel J., M.D. {G-059569) -
Tucson, AZ

822 BAP Coda

Abfiity to practice safely impaired by mental
Hiness.

Revoked. December 27, 1989

HOLKO, Seymouwr, M.D. {A-0131R0) -
Mi-Wuk Viilage, CA

726, 2234(c) B&P Code

Sex misconduct with patlent.

Revoked. Mo appsarance. January 21,
1950

MAC DONALD, Alexander C., M.D. (C-
618087) - Bakersfield, CA

Copiles of complete disciplinary Daci-
slons and Accusatlons (Statements of
Charges) may be ordered by writing
to:

Medical Board Enforcemant

1428 Howe Avenus

Sacramento, CA 05825-3236

For guick, orderly procassing,
please send your requast by letter
and anclosa a chack based on $2.00
for each copy of a decision or an ac-
cusation. Give complete name and
license number of doctor, as listed
hera. PLEASE, NOQ TELEPHONE
REQUESTS.

CLARIFICATION OF
DISCIPLINARY CASE
in the last Action Raport (February

1990}, we reported that Stuart Brown,
M.D., of La Jolla, CAwas revoked. The
phwsichan Imvolved Is Stuart Leo Brown,
M.D., and _ngl Stuart §. Brown, M.D.,
Chalrman and Professor of Ophthal-
mology at Unkversity of California at
San Diego, La Jolia.

725, 2234(b).({c).(e), 2242, 2238 B&P
Code; 11153 H8S Code

Stipulated Declsion. Excessive prescrib-
Ing of controlied substances an numer-
ous occaslons withowt prior physical
sxamination and medical indication, con-
stituting gross negligence and repeated
nagligance.

Ravoked, stayed. 5 years probation on
terms and conditions, including 90 days
suspension. December 8, 1989

MILLER, Miton A., M.D. (G-008477) -
San Bernerdino, CA

2234, 2264 BAP Code

Stipulated Declslon. Alded and abetied
an unlicensed employas In his ophthal-
mglogy offica to perform refractionary
work and other optametric services.
Revokaed. stayed, 3 years probatlan on
terms and condliions. December 11,
1989

MOLNAR, Eugens M., M.D. (A-024874)
- Los Angeles, CA

2234(b}. (e}, 2261, 2305, 810 BAP Code
Stipulated Dacislon. Gross negligence
In cosmetic surgery. False Insurance
biiing. Alsg, disciplined by Nevada
Madical Board for false statement in
renewal application.

Comlinued noxt page
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Revokaed, staved, 5 yesras probation on tenms
and conditlons, including 80 days suspen-
sion. Decermnber 20, 1989

POLUSSA, Arthur A, M.D. (A-038877) -
Chicago, iL

2234, 2305 B&P CodeStipulated Declslon.
Disciplined by lilinols Madical Board for
prascribing controlied substances without
a valld licenss.

Revoked, staysd, 3 years probation on terms
and condltions, including 90 days suspen-
sion. January 19, 1980

SACKS, Norman Joseph, M.D. (A-018335)
- Toledo, OM

2234, 2305 B&P Code

Stipulated Declslon. Disciplined by Chio
Medical Board for felony comviction for tax
fraud.

Rervolked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions. January 15, 1950

SCOTT, Richard H., M.D. (C-020797) -
Sacramento, CA

2234(b) B&P Code

Persistence in attempting to deliver a baby
via vacuum extraction rather than resorting
to a Cesarsan Sectlon, under the circum-
stances, constiuted gross negligence.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions, including 30 days suspen-
glon. January 15, 1990

~ SERWIN, Richard L., M.D. {C-031361) -

Carisbad, CA

725, 2234(b),(c),(d) B&P Code

Stlpulated Decislon. Excessive use of dlag-
nostic x-rays {600 x-rays for 12 patlemts)
and excessive prescribing of drugs, constl-
tuting gross negligence and incompetence.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation, Includ-
ing 180 days of no medical practica.
January 18, 1990

SMALL, Raiph J.W., M.D. (G-021451) -
Laguna Niguel, CA

2234(e), 2271, 17500 BE&P Code

Viclated conditions of probation of prior
discipline. Also, committed acts of dishon-
asty and used misigading advertising.
Revoked. Jenuary 30, 1987

JUDICIAL REVIEW RECENTLY COM-
PLETED.

Court of Appeal recantly dismissed raspon-
dent’s appeal.

SMITH, Troy, H., M.D. (A-018889) - Fresno,
Ca
726 B&P Code

W Stipulated Declslon. Sexual misconduct

with patlent.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions, Including 60 days suspen-
sion.  January 15, 1990

SOLOF, Bamrry Scott, M.D. {G-029239) -
Los Angeles, CA
2361(b),(c).{d), 2399.5 BAF Code

Gross negligence Involving Inadequate
supervision of physiclan assistams during
1977-1978.

Revoked, stayed, 6 months probation on
lerms and conditions. January 20, 1884
JUDICIAL REVIEW RECENTLY COM-
PLETED. )

STEVENS, George V., M.D. (G-004703) -
Anchorage, AK

2234(d) B&P Code

Surgeon's deterlorating skills to control
excessive loss of blood In numerous tonsll-
lectomies amount to Incompetence.
Revoked, stayed, 10 years probation on
terms and conditlons.  January 11, 1990

TALBOTT, Edmund J., M.D. (C-018360) -
San Bernardino, CA

Violated probatlonary conditlons of prior
declslon by not cooperating with medical
examinations.

Revoked. December 22, 1989

TRANG, S! Du, M.D. {A-029367) - Mon-
terey Park, CA

490, 2236, 2234(a), 2261, 2262, 2242 B&P
Code

Conviction for filing false Med-Cal claims.
Prascribing drugs without prior oxamina-
tion and medicatl indication.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions, Including 30 days suspen-
slon.  January 29, 1990

TUCK, Marshall Stephen, M.D. (G-044856)
- Rancho Paios Verdes, CA

Stipulated Declsion. Violated probation of
prior decislon by unlawfully using and pos-
sassing marljuana.

Revoked. January 12, 1990

VAKAS, John L., M.D. {C-029669) - Col-
feyville, KS

2305 B&P Code

Disclplined by Kansas Medical Board for
incompatence and repealed negligence
Involving treatment of patlents with con-
trolled substances, and the fallure to moni-
tor patlents who may have had diabetes.
Revoked. Mo appearance at hearing.
December 28, 1989

WELLS, Ronalkd David, M.D. (G-061284) -
Twin Falis, iD

2234, 2305 B&P Code

Disciplined by idaho Medical Board for
conviction for unlawful possession of a
controlled substance, marljuana.
Revoked. Default declslon. December 28,
1989

VOLUNTARY SURRENDER
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

ANDRUS, Peter F., M.D. (G-017612) -
Albary, NY January 11, 1990

BULLER, Wiimer, M.D. (A-011001) -
Bakersfleld, CA January 8, 1980

PICCIONI, Vincent F., M.D. (C-010799) -

San Josa, CA January 12, 1990

WEISSMAN, Donald L., M.D. (A-031649)
- Los Angeles, CA December 4, 1989

WOOD, Russell J., M.D. (C-027810) - Ed-
wardevilie, il. December 14, 1989

PSYCHOLOGISTS

BINKLEY, John G., Ph.D. (PV-8605) -
Fullerton, CA

1387{q) Thtie 16, Codea of Regulations
Stipulated Decision. Sexual relations with
psychological assistant under his supervi.
slon,

Revoked, stayed, 6 years probation on terms
and conditions, Including 80 days suspen-
sion. December 6, 1989

BROWN, Robert W., Ph.D. {PL-4060) -
Hunlington Beach, CA

480, 2060 B&P Code

Stipulated Declsion, Conviction for flling
{alse Med|-Cal claims.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions. December 30, 1989

LEE, Eva, Ph.D. (PSY-8281) - San Diego,
Ch

490, 810, 2050 B&P Code

Stipulated Declsion. Convliction for filng
false Medl-Cal claims.

Revoked, slayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions. January 10, 1990

CORRECTION: (From Action Report, No.
37-July 1989) to road as follows:

HAIMSON, Alvin I, Ph.D. (PG-2721) -
Monlo Park, CA

2960{0) [presently 2060()}] B & P Code
Stipulated Declslon. Gross negligence In
permitting or encouraging an unprofessionsl
relationship to develop between himself and
a female cllenl. Revoked, stayed, 5 years
probation an terms and conditlons, includ-
ing 60 days suspension.  November 16,
1988

PODIATRISTS

Schur, Martin Jay, D.P.M. (E-12683) - Sen
Diego, CA

2222, 2305 B&P Code

Disciplined by Alaska licensing board for
false Insurance billings and podiatric In-
competence and gross negligence.
Revoked. Defaull. January 15, 1990

RESPIRATORY CARE
PRACTITIONERS
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DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
Continued from Page 3

ACKERMAN, Scott D., R.C.P. (PD-5851) -
Long Beach, CA

3752 B&P Code

Conviction for sexual offenses.

Revoked. Default. December 14, 1989

BUENA-FE, Cindy L., R.C.P. (RCP-7439) -
North Hollywood, CA

3750(d), 3750.5(c) B&P Code

Conviction for selling marijuana.

Revoked. Default. December 14, 1989

LIPMAN, Danlel J., R.C.P. (RV-9218) - San
Francisco, CA

3750(b),(d).(]) B&P Code

Procurred RCP license through false applica-
tion concealing misdemeanor conviction.
Revoked. Default. December 14, 1989
OAKLEY, Richard, R.C.P. (RCP-9227) - Los
Angeles, CA

3750(d), 3750.5(c) B&P Code

Conviction for possession of marijuana for sale.
Revoked. Default. December 21, 1989

SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS

JENDRICKSON, Donelida L. (SP-1004) -
Nillows, CA

JEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
‘426 HOWE AVENUE

SACRAMENTO, CA 95825-3236

2533, 2533.1 B&P Code
Kidnapped son-indaw and held him at gun
point for an hour, resulting in conviction for
assault with deadly weapon and use of
firearm during a felony.

Revoked. Defauit. December 31, 1989 -

STATEMENTS OF ISSUES
. DECISIONS

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

(Decisions affecting applicants for licen-
sure following thelr requests for a hearing
before an impartial Administrative Law Judge
to review an agency's refusai to grant a
license.)

ZOLMAN, Josef C. (applicant) - German-
town, MD

Applicant Is a graduate of an accelerated
Ph.D./M.D. medical schoal program In
Juarez, Mexico. After reviewing all the evi-
dence, the Administrative Law Judge con-
cluded the applicant faled to establish that
he satisfactorlly completed a resident course
of Instruction of four academic years (or at
least 32 months of actual Instruction) In a
medical schodl or schools, as required by
B&P 2089 and 2102.

Application for a physiclan and surgeon
license Is denled. January 22, 1990

F
Division of Allied Health
Jacquelin Trestrall, M.D.
Division President
Bruce Hasenkamp, J.D.
Madison Richardson, M.D.
Alfred Song, J. D.
John Tsao, M.D.

Kenneth J. Wagstaff

Division of Licensing Divislon of Medical Quality
J. Alfred Rider, M.D.
Board President
C. Fredrick Milkie, M.D.
Division President
Galal Gough, M.D.
John C. Lungren, M.D.

Executive Director Raymond Malle! Andrew Lucine, M.D.
H. Thomas Heerhartz Audrey Melikian Gayle W. Nathanson
Asst. Executive Director Jerome H. Unatin, M.D. )
s
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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Rendel Levonian, M.D.
Division President
Frank Albino, J. D.

Theresa L. Claassen
Eugene Ellis, M.D.
John Kassabilan, M.D.

The Medical Board has many phone numbers. To avoid
transhirs, ploase refer (o this list before calling the Board.

TOLLFREE COMPLAINT LINE:

1-800-MED-BD-CA (1-800-633-2322)
(Nen-Complaint calls to this nember will not be transferred)

"hysicians and Sergeons:
Applications and Examinations (916) 9206411
Chief Medical Consuftant (916) 9206393

Compilaints: See hotline number above

Couatinwing Education (916) 920-6074

Disciplinary Information (916) 9206343

Health Pacility Discipline Reports  (916) 924-2338

Fictitions Name Permits (916) 920-6074

License Rencwals (916) 920-6543

Verification of Licensure (916) 9206343
lied Health Professions:

Complaintnn  See hotline nomber above
Liceasing or other Information

Acupuncture (916) 924-2642
Avdiology (916) 9206388
Hearing Ald Dispenscrs (916) 9206377
Physical Therspy (916) 920-6373
Physician Assistant (916) 924-2626
Podiatry (916) 920-6383
Prychology (916) 920-6383
Registered Dispensing

Opticians (916) 924-2612
Respiratory Care (916) 924-2314
Speech Pathology (916) 920-6388
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