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Legislative Update (Continued from page 8)

bill also requires the Medical, Dental, and Osteopathic Boards
to report annually by March 1 to the Legislature the number
of: 1) licensees placed on probation during the previous year
who are not receiving Medi-Cal reimbursement for certain
services or invasive procedures; and 2) licensees placed on
probation who are receiving reimbursement for certain
surgical and invasive procedures as a result of a determination
of compelling circumstances.

AB 2438 (Murray, Chapter 1064, Statutes of 1998), provides
that health care service plans provide coverage for
participation in statewide prenatal testing known as the
Expanded Alpha Feto Protein program administered by the
Department of Health Services. Health care service plans that
provide maternal benefits shall not require participation in the
program as a prerequisite to eligibility.

AB 2558 (Mazzoni, Chapter 128, Statutes of 1998), amends the
Unemployment Insurance Code to include duly licensed
midwives in the definition of those professionals who may
certify medical eligibility for disability benefits. This
amendment applies to normal pregnancy and/or childbirth only.

AB 2693 (Migden, Chapter 789, Statutes of 1998), requires
that prescriptions for Schedule II controlled substances used
by terminally ill patients shall be exempt from the specific
conditions (use of a triplicate form), but must comply with the
requirements of the legislation. The prescription must be
completed in ink and signed and dated by the prescriber. The
prescription must contain the phrase “11159.2 exemption.”

AB 2719 (Gallegos, Chapter 301, urgency statute—takes
effect immediately, Statutes of 1998), as of August 17, 1998,
requires an accusation against a physician and surgeon to be
filed with the Medical Board of California within 3 years after
the Board discovers the act or omission alleged as the ground
for disciplinary action, or within 7 years after the act or
omission alleged as the ground for disciplinary action occurs,
whichever occurs first.

SB 440 (Maddy, Chapter 347, Statutes of 1998), permits a
pharmacist to perform additional procedures and functions as
part of the care rendered by a home health agency licensed by
the Department of Health Services. A pharmacist performing
any of the procedures must do so in accordance with written
patient specific protocols approved by the attending or
supervising physician. Any changes of the approved treatment
must be submitted to the treating or supervising physician in
writing within 24 hours.

SB 625 (Rosenthal, Chapter 69, Statutes of 1998), is
companion legislation to AB 974 dealing with prescription
drug formularies used by insurance compantes. The insurer is
required to provide to enrollees upon request a copy of the
formulary by major therapeutic categories. Health insurers are
required to maintain an expeditious process to allow providers
to obtain approval for non-formulary prescription drugs.

SB 694 (Polanco, Chapter 867, Statutes of 1998), requires the
Department of Health Services to make available protocols

and guidelines developed by the National Institutes of Health
and the California legislative advisory committee on Hepatitis
C to educate physicians and other health care providers on the
most recent scientific and medical information on Hepatitis C
detection, diagnosis, treatment and therapeutic decision
making.

SB 1129 (Sher, Chapter 180, Statutes of 1998), requires health
care service plans and certain disability insurers to arrange for
continuation of covered services rendered by a terminated
provider to an enrollee who is undergoing a course of
treatment from a terminated provider for an acute condition or
serious chronic condition, or a high-risk pregnancy.

SB 1140 (Committee on Health and Human Services, Chapter
791, Statutes of 1998), requires the Medical Board and the
Board of Registered Nursing to consider including a course on
pain management in their continuing education requirements.
This bill also requires the Medical Board to periodically
develop and disseminate information and educational material
regarding pain management techniques and procedures to each
licensed physician and surgeon and to each general acute care
hospital. It also requires the Medical Board to consult with the
Department of Health Services in developing materials to be
distributed.

SB 1255 (Polanco, Chapter 20, urgency statute—takes effect
immediately, Statutes of 1998), existing law permitted health
care providers to discount their claims to third-party payers for
prompt payment. As of April 14, 1998, this bill deletes the
reference to third-party payers, thus extending this provision
to individuals. The bill specifically permits providers to
discount bills to patients they reasonably believe are not
covered by or eligible for third-party payments. This bill also
specifies that if a provider discounts fees to uninsured
individuals, those discounted fees shall not be considered by
insurers, health plans or other payers in determining the lowest
payment rate charged by the provider to any patient. This
provision is effective for contracts between providers and
plans or insurers issued, amended or renewed on or after the
effective date of the statute.

SB 1385 (Alpert, Chapter 519, Statutes of 1998), provides for
HIV testing on any available blood or patient sample of a
source patient if the source patient is unable to provide
informed consent under specific conditions. If the source
patient is deceased, consent to perform an HIV test on any
blood or patient sample legally obtained in the course of
providing heaith care services at the time of the exposure
event shall be deemed granted. (See SB 2056, Brulte.)

SB 1663 (O’ Connell, Chapter 625, urgency statute—takes
effect immediately, Statutes of 1998), as of September 21,
1998, provides that the staff of child day care facilities may
administer inhaled medication to a child if certain
requirements are met including designated training. A
minimum of one staff person in the day care facilities must

(Continued on p. 10)
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MARIN, PHILIP GILBERT, D.P.M. (E2182) Alameda, CA
B&P Code §§2234(e), 2236, 2237(a). Stipulated Decision.
Criminal conviction for conspiracy to distribute and to possess
with intent to distribute controlled substances, anabolic
steroids, and criminal conviction for grand theft arising out of
the submission and payment of false claims to the Medi-Cal
program. Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation with terms and
conditions. October 26, 1998

OMAHEN, DAWN B., D.P.M. (E4170 & EL1159)
Valencia, CA

B&P Code §§480(a), 2236. Stipulated Decision. Criminal
conviction for violating Penal Code Section 415, subdivision
(1). Application for licensure is granted and limited license is
renewed and reinstated. Three years probation with terms and
conditions. August 26, 1998

PAGSOLINGAN, J. RODERICK BALZA, D.P.M. (E4169)
Bakersfield, CA

B&P Code §§480, 2234, 2234(e), 2236. Stipulated Decision.
Convicted of petty theft and made false statement on his
application for licensure. Probationary license issued. Three
years probation with terms and conditions. August 14, 1998

SHELDON, M. JEROME, D.P.M. (E1117)

South San Francisco, CA

B&P Code §§822, 2239. Stipulated Decision. Mental illness
affecting his ability to practice safely and impairment due to
abuse of alcohol. Revoked, stayed, 7 years probation with
terms and conditions. October 13, 1998

TA,QUOC-HUAN VAN, D.P.M. (E3735) San Francisco, CA
B&P Code §2234, Violated terms and conditions of Board
probation. Revoked. September 18, 1998

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS

ALAVI, ALIAKBAR, P.A. (PA12223) Reseda, CA

B&P Code §§651, 810, 2234(a)(b)(d), 2261, 2262, 2273,
3527(a). Stipulated Decision. Disseminated or caused to be
disseminated public communications containing false,
fraudulent, misleading and deceptive statements related to the
cost of physical examinations, engaged in clearly excessive
diagnostic procedures, diagnosed and charted conditions that
did not exist and billed the patients for these services and
employed telephone solicitors to lure patients. Revoked,
stayed, 3 years probation with terms and conditions including
60 days actual suspension. September 4, 1998

BALDWIN, MELBOURNE RAY, P.A. (PA12724)
Blythe, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b)(c)(f), 3527. Stipulated Decision.
Practiced medicine without appropriate supervision by a
physician, Revoked, stayed 3 years probation with terms and
, conditions. September 28, 1998

FUENTES, JESUSMENDEZ,P.A.(PA13121) Hesperia, CA
B&P Code §§2052, 2234(e), 3502. Stipulated Decision.
Practiced medicine without appropriate supervision by a
physician, administered or provided to patients and purported
to transmit a prescription from his supervising physician when
he was not under the supervision of a physician, and
administered or provided controlled substances to patients
and/or purported to transmit a prescription for controlled
substances from a supervising physician without a patient-
specific order for said prescription. Revoked, stayed, 3 years
probation with terms and conditions including 30 days actual
suspension. October 28, 1998

SURRENDER OF LICENSE
WHILE CHARGES PENDING

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS

BARNARD, MARION C., M.D. (A10410), Bakersfield, CA
August 3, 1998

LEWIS, DAVID R., M.D. (C22898) Elgin, IL
October 1, 1998

MARSHALL,JAMESARTHUR,M.D. (A23220) Arcadia, CA
August 20, 1998

MINKOWSKI, WILLIAM LOUIS, M.D. (CFE11316)
Santa Cruz, CA
August |1, 1998

SCOTTON, THOMAS FRANCIS, M.D. (C38907)
Pasadena, CA
August 27, 1998

TODD, GLEN M., M.D. (A22025) San Clemente, CA
August 1, 1998

THILL, ROGER A., M.D. (A28496) Harbor City, CA
October 9, 1998

WALDRON, GAIL, M.D. (G11483) San Diego, CA
October 9, 1998

WONG, LELAND TRACY, M.D. (G72850) Long Beach, CA
October 30, 1998

DOCTORS OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

BISHOP, ALMA RICA, D.P.M. (E2186) San Francisco, CA
October 13, 1998

BUSHNELL, RONALD EARL, D.P.M. (E2382) Lodi, CA
October 5, 1998

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

GREEN, MICHAEL DEE, P.A. (PA13052) Eureka, CA
August 19, 1998
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