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Memorandum

Date: December 31, 2012
To: Board Members
From: Kevin A. Schunke

Staff Liaison 1o the Physician Assistant Board
Subject: Service by Physician Assistants; Delegated Service Agreements

At the October, 2012, Medical Board meeting, questions were asked about
physician assistants (PAs): professional activities between graduation from a PA
programn and licensure, and the requirement of a delegated service agreement
(DSA).

Following that meeting, Board staff met with staff and legal counsel from the
Physician Assistant Committee (PAC), now the Physician Assistant Board, and
were able to determine the following information.

For physicians after graduation from medical school, there is a period during which
the person remains unlicensed and must complete some postgraduate training
before being eligible for licensure. Depending on whether a person is a graduate of
a medical school in the US/Canada (US/CAN), or if the person is an international
medical graduate (IMG}), the graduate is allowed to practice medicine without a
license for up to 24 months (US/CAN) or for up to 36 months (IMGs) so long as the
person is enrolled in an approved postgraduate training program.

A similar interim period of unlicensed service does not exist for PAs. Once a PA
has graduated from the education program, the person cannot work as a PA until
the license is issued. There is no mandatory postgraduate training period that is a
pre-requisite to licensure. Once a PA has graduated and is licensed, the PA can go
work in the “real world” or can pursue an optional postgraduate training program
that is a furthering of professional development. Any professional service offered by
a PA can only be accomplished via a DSA with a supervising physician(s).

Following are a series of questions and answers relaied to that inquiry.
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1.

Do PA-residents need a DSA, or, by virtue of being in a training program, are
they exempt from a DSA?

Answer. Because all PAs are licensed, even those enrolled in a postgraduate
training program, they must have a DSA in place to perform their duties.

Do PA-residents need designated supervising physician, or, by virtue of being
in a training program, are they exempt from being supervised by designated
physicians because their program director oversees their training?

Answer. Because all PAs are licensed, even those enrolled in a postgraduate
training program, they must have a designated supervising physician in
additionto a program director who oversees the training aspect of their work.

When PA-residents are rotating thru the various components (core and
elective clinical courses) of their PG training, do they need a new DSA for
every rotation?

Answer: If the PA-resident's duties change based on the various rotations of
the training program, then a new DSA is required to outiine the new duties. it
can be with the same supervising physician or a new physician.

If PA-residents are rotating through a high-energy department (such as the
Emergency Department), and doctors on call are coming and going, who is
supervising the PA-resident and is a DSA required? -

Answer: As stated before, a DSA always is required. As explained by PAC
staff, PAs seldom are assigned to the Emergency Department. Instead, they
are assigned to, for example, the Surgery Department, are supervised by a
surgeon, and only work on-ioan to the Emergency Department.

Can a PA-resident be supervised by a licensed medical resident?

Answer: Yes, Any licensed physician can supervise a PA.

Can a PA-resident be supervised by an unlicensed medical resident?

Answer: No. Only licensed physicians can supervise a PA.

® Fage 2

138






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		brd-AgendaItem9-20130131.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



