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Effective January 1, 2020 

April Alameda, 
Chief of Licensing 

Minimum requirements for postgraduate
training in California will require successful
completion of thirty-six (36) months of a
Board-approved program, for all applicants,
regardless of whether the medical school
attended was domestic or international 

An applicant must successfully complete 24
consecutive months of training in the same
program, to be eligible for a California
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate 
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A Postgraduate Training License (PTL) will
be required for all residents who are
participating in a California ACGME program 

A renewal of a PTL will not be required 

A PTL will be displayed on the Board’s
website 

 The Board will no longer recognize
international medical schools, rather the
Board will recognize an international
medical school as meeting the educational
requirements for a PTL/licensure, if the
school is listed on the World Federation for 
Medical Education (WFME) and the
Foundation for Advancement of 
International Medical Education (FAIMER)
and Research World Directory of Medical
Schools joint directory or the World
Directory of Medical Schools 
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 Notification to Stakeholders 
 Breeze Online System 
 Podcast 
 Webinars 
 Monthly Change Forums with Staff 
 Web Content and FAQs 
 Web Portal 
 Identified Workflow and Procedures 

 Finalize Procedures 
 Application Review – Identify Scenarios 
 Post Content to Website 
 Train Staff 
 Continue Outreach 
 Continue Monthly Forums with Staff 
 Develop Tutorials 
 Go Live – January 1, 2020 
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Are applicants that complete a combined 
dental and medical degree program eligible for
licensure? 

Oral and maxillofacial surgery residency
programs accredited by the Commission of
Dental Accreditation (CODA) are approved 
as meeting the postgraduate training for 
licensure. 

Can a holder of a PTL obtain a DEA permit? 
Yes. The Board received confirmation from 
the DEA that a holder of a PTL can be 
issued a controlled substance permit and 
will be subject to the same CURES
registration/policy requirements. 
In order to prescribe Suboxone, the holder 
of a PTL with a valid DEA permit, will be 
required to obtain the proper certification 
through the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration. 
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Can a holder of a PTL request enrollment as a 
Medi-Cal fee-for-service provider? 

Yes. The Board received confirmation from 
Medi-Cal that a holder of a PTL can request 
enrollment as  Medi-Cal fee-for-service 
provider. 

Can a holder of a PTL obtain an X-License or 
Fluoroscopic Permit? 

The California Department of Public Health
requires a full and unrestricted license in 
order to obtain an X-License or 
Fluoroscopic Permit. 



Agenda Item 19

BRD 19 - 6

What duties may a holder of a PTL perform? 

◦ Diagnose and treat patients 

◦ Prescribe medication 

◦ Sign birth and death certificates without a cosigner 

◦ Duties in connection with an ACGME accredited 
postgraduate training program in California, 
including its affiliates and approval by the program
director 

Are there circumstances that can change how long a 
PTL is valid?  

Yes.  If an applicant completes an ACGME 
accredited internship or transitional year out-of-
state and applies for a PTL, the expiration date will 
be adjusted based on the amount of credit
previously granted. 

It can also be adjusted for program status changes,
such as a leave of absence. 
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What happens to residents that are currently
in an ACGME accredited postgraduate 
training program in California at the time the 
law goes in effect? 

Residents will be required to obtain a PTL 
by June 30, 2020, to continue in the 
program. 

What happens if an out-of-state resident is 
scheduled to complete their 36-months of 
ACGME accredited postgraduate training on June
30th and has been accepted into a fellowship 
program in California to start on July 1st? 

The fellow may begin training on July 1st and 
will be required to obtain a license within 90 
days in order to continue in the program. 
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The Board will correspond with applicants 
that have a pending application on file with 
the Board regarding the status of their 
application and what is required to proceed 
with the application process, within 90 to 
180 days prior to the effective date of the 
new law. 

QUESTIONS? 

THANK YOU! 
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