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!STATE OF CALIFORNIA-STATE AND CONSUMER SERVICES AGENCY EDMUND G, BROWN JR., Govornor 

I ll"""'f, DEPARTMENT OF 

•nsumer 1020 N STREET, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 9~BU __ ... AFFCl•rs (916) 322-12s3 

MIDWIFERY ADVISQRY COUNCIL 
Northern California Steering Committee 

MINUTES OF JULY 2, MEETING 

Members Present: Ray Devries 
Claudia Ford 
Rebecca Sheranian 
Dido Hasper 

Staff Present: Patricia Ternahan 
Marie Paris 

Guests Present: Stacie Bradford 
Kathy Frago 
Kathleen Norton 
Donna Lyons 

Minutes of June 4th meeting were approved as corrected. There 
was a report on the NAPSAC conference; we spoke at both opening 
and closing sessions, and the Midwifery Advisory council booth 
drew a lot of people. We collect over 100 interest cards. 

Donna Lyons showed slides and tape for media production. Consensus 
is that focus should be Who is a midwife and what does she do? 
Working meeting for slide show is scheduled for July 14 - Donna, 
Faye/ Claudia, Rebecca, Ray. You will be called about time and 
location. 

Next Midwifery Advisory Council Northern California Steering 
Committee meeting is scheduled for July 23, from 1:00 - 4:00. 

Claudia was elected as the Northern California Chairperson. 
Consensus was that MAC chairperson should coordinate activities 
between both steering committees. Consensus was to support the 
Department of Consumer Affairs' recommendation of MAC spokesperson 
(Claudia) and check with Southern California group. 

Our decision making process was discussed. We agreed that a 
majority of members present have decision making power. We also 
discussed the necessity of getting approval for any printed mat­
erials and maintaining a high level of consciousness regarding 
how we represent ourselves, the Council, the steering committee, 
and the Department of Consumer Affairs. · 

The membership of the steering committee currently stands at 
six. It was agreed to appoint Kathy Prago and Stacie Bradford 

- to fill the vacancies. We would like to find someone from the 
San Jose area, so if you know of anyone, please give us a call 
at the number above. 
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Curricula Vitae & Resume 2019 

California Licensed Community Midwife ~ Ca LM #041 
Nationally Certified Professional Midwife ~ NARM #96050001 
L&D nurse 1962-1976, ER nurse 1966-1970 under a Florida nursing license 

Licensed in 1996 under the LMPA's "grandmother clause" after completing all its educational and 
documentary requirements and passing the California midwifery board; I currently have a small private 
practice and provide maternity services and midwifery care under a 501-C3 charitable association 
charter (Mennonite Maternal Services) 

Achievements of Note: 

Appointed to the California Medical Board's Midwifery Advisory Council-- 2007 to 2013; Elected as 
the first Chair of the Council, 2007-2010; appointed to a second 3-yr term in 2010 

Publication accepted for September 2011 edition of professional journal BIRTH - Practitioner's 
Perspective: "A Time Traveler's Perspective on Normal Childbirth" 

Authm & editor of the original (long) version of the California College of Midwives' 51-page Standard 
of Care and Practice Guidelines for Ca LMs; available in hard copy and on the Internet, 1999 (content 
based on Standards published by College of Midwifery of British Columbia (CMBC) and developed 
by the International Conference of Midwives (ICM) 

Developed the 14-paged synopsis of the CCM standard of care for California licensed midwives as 
accepted by the MBC's Midwifery Task Force (chaired by Dr. Richard Fantozzi) as fulfilling the 
requirement of SB 1950; at this same September 15th 2005 meeting, the VBAC compromise (CC section 
1379.19), was worked out with 2 ACOG representatives; both were adopted by the November 2005 
Medical Board quarterly meeting and approved by Office of Administrative Law March 9th, 2006 

Legislative consultant to Senator Liz Figueroa's staff relative to 3 amendments to the Licensed 
Midwifery Practice Act (SB 1479, 2000; SB 1950, 2003 & SB 1638, 2006) 

Administrator of a professional liability insurance consortium of 55 professional midwives providing 
OOH childbirth services (birth centers and home) in California, Florida and New Mexico in order to 
have access to affordable malpractice coverage~ 1998 to 2000 
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Nationally-recommended as an "Exemplary Midwife", selected for participation in a Delphi Study 
on "Exemplary Midwifery" by Professor Holly Kennedy, CNM, University of Rhode Island, 1998 

Expert Witness, Medical Board of California administrative hearing for licensed midwife Alison 
Osborn, 1999; BRN administrative hearing for Kathryn Newburn, CNM, 2011 

Chronological List of Midwifery-related Activities 

Legal-legislative Liaison between Medical Board & California licensed midwife organizations 1993-
2013 

Founder, American College of Community Midwives-1993 to present; executive director of its state 
chapter -- California College of Midwives -- 1998 to present 

Conference Presenter-- Midwives Alliance of North American, (MANA) 1993 "California Medical 
Practice Act 1876-to 1993" 

Internet web site developer and administrator of several childbirth- and midwifery-related web sites 
-- 1994 to present 

Preceptor/clinical instructor for the National Midwifery Institute (NMI), supervising clinical training 
for 1st, 2nd and 3,d year midwifery students (approximately 25 students)~ 1994 to present 

One of 27 midwives featured in Sisters On A Journey~ Portraits of American Midwives by Penfield 
Chester, published 1995 

Original ratifying organization for the adoption of a consensus document "Mother-baby-friendly 
Initiative" developed by the Coalition for the Improvement of Maternity Services (CIMS) (1996) 

Expert Reviewer -- 2001 Provided a formal statement in a civil case to delineate the appropriate 
relationship between a midwifery student and her licensed preceptor midwife: specifically the 
responsibilities of the licensed supervising midwife was to be physically present on the premise, have 
final authority over all clinical activities of the student, and as the primary (legal) care provider of 
record, the preceptor midwife bears ultimate responsibility and liability for the wellbeing of 
childbearing woman and/or her unborn or newborn baby 

Technical Skills: 

Legal Research: historical and contemporary laws governing midwifery and the practice of medicine. 
Particular expertise on medical practice regulation in California (Medical Practice Act-1876-1993) and 
the history of midwifery politics (1910-30) in the US as it interfaced with the medical establishment 

Consultant-expert reviewer for attorneys, consumer and professional organizations on midwifery 
legislation 
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' 
Teaching material for a module on the "Law, the Practice of Medicine and the History of Midwifery 
Legislation", available on overhead projector sheets 

Digital video editing & production skills for educational DVDs for Medical Board and state 

legislature; midwifery-related teaching tapes for childbearing families, the media & medical students 

Additional Editorial Contributions and Published Works: 

"The Official Plan to Eliminate the Midwife~ history of organized medicine's 100 years war against the 
independent practice of midwifery"; Twenty-First Century Feminist Anthology (2001) 
Midwives Alliance of North America -- Winter.95 Newsletter "The Calling"; Medical Board of California -
- written & oral testimony, 1993; Childbirth alternatives Quarterly, Spring.86 -- Midwifery Comes of Age; 
California Office of Statewide Planning & Development, Birthing Alternatives Methods Study -- oral and 
written testimony, 1985; Childbirth Alternative Quarterly, Fall 1983; BMQA Hearings on changes in 
Medical Practice Act -- oral & written testimony, 1982 

Speaking Engagements: 

Medical Board California~ presentations on midwifery licensing topics, 1994 to present 
Presentation on fetal heart rate monitoring for birth educators and doulas ~ Blossom Birth, 2002 
Utah Midwives Conference, May 2001 
Midwives Alliance of North American Annual Conference, 1998 
North Carolina Midwives Conference, May 1998 
Utah Midwives Conference, March 1997 
Association of Women Medical Students, UC Davis Med School, 1995-96 
California Association of Midwives, Annual Conference -- 1993, 1994, 1998 
American College of Nurse-Midwifery National Convention, 1986; 
Methodist Sunday School Teachers Retreat -- Birth & Sexuality seminar; 
Santa Clara Law School seminar -- The Law in Medicine", 1985; 
VBAC In-service for Physicians, Parent Information Network, 1985; 
Midwives Alliance of North America, Pacific Regional Conference, 1984;1998; 
ASPO National Convention, 1981; 

Organizational Positions & Membership: 

Director, California College of Midwives, 1999 to present (state chapter, ACOM) 
Director, American College of Community Midwives, 1993 to present 
Medical Board Liaison, California Association of Midwives, 1997 to 2005 
Member of the Midwives Alliance of North American (MANA) 
Ratifying Member of the Coalition for the Improvement of Maternity Care (CIMS) 

Volunteer Positions: 

CAM liaison to California Licensed Midwives to Medical Board of California 
Midwifery Implementation Committee, Medical Board of California 1994-96 
California DCA -- Midwifery Advisory Council, 1980-81; 
Domestic Peace Corps Worker 1976-79; 
Church-affiliated hospice program 1972 
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To accompany by application for the 2020 Midwifery Advisory Council 

Faith Gibson, LM #041 
Personal and Professional History of Midwifery-related 

Legal, Legislative, and Licensing Activities 

Brief Synopsis of 40-years as both a citizen and professional advocate for direct-entry (i.e. 
non-nurse) midwifery legislation, associated legal issues, MBC licensing, medical­
malpractice insurance, providing expert testimony, and administering a professional 
liability insurance consortium for Ca LMs 

Late 1970s - Grass-roots lobbying for AB 1896, first licensing law for non-nurse mfry since 
original state-certification in 1917 

Early 1980s - Citizen advocate - My first experience as a citizen advocate was in the 1980s 
was a public member of the DCA's Midwifery Advisory Committee under Governor 
Brown's first administration 

Mid-1980s ~ Organized and attended several state-wide public hearing by the Cal State 
Assembly (1982 & 1985) on issue of access to non- nurse midwifery services, planned home 
birth (PHB). Hundreds of families showed up, frustrated with the lack of safe and legal 
alternatives to 'business-as usual' hospital obstetrics. 

Early 1990s -- I worked with Senator Lucy Killea, and her legisl;1tive assistant Nancy 
Chavez, to get the LMP A (SB 350) passed in 1993. 

Mid-1900s -- Also when I began regularly attending MBC quarterly meetings. I attended 
my first quarterly Board meeting in May of 1993 and to regularly attend MBC Quarterly 
and "interested parties" meetings until 2013, when my husband was diagnosed with 
terminal cancer 

March 1994 to September 1995 -- Midwifery Licensing Implementation Committee, -­
citizen member chaired by Dr. Tomas Joas; I attended 7 all-day meetings Howe Street MBC 
offices; audiotaped several hours of discussions between midwives and representatives of 
CMA, AGOC, and med-mal carriers; transcribed tapes and posted transcripts on our 
website; available to public 

1996- Became California LM #41. 
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1998, I formed and administered a professional liability consortium that provided 
malpractice insurance to 55 community midwives (both CNMs and LMs) in three states 
(Cal. NM, Fla) who provided out-of-hospital (OOH) childbirth services. 

I formed and administered a professional liability consortium that provided malpractice 
insurance to 55 community midwives (both CNMs and LMs) in three states (Cal. NM, Fla) 
who provided out-of-hospital (OOH) childbirth services. At the time, California OBs said 
they were unable to provide the legally essential "physician supervision" as mandated by 
the LMP A because their med-ma! carriers would not let them have a professional 
relationship with midwives who did not themselves carry professional liability insurance. 

Even though our consortium had 35 California midwives (incl. myself) that carried liability 
insurance for three years --1998-2000 -- but obstetrical profession in California declined to 
provide the elusive 'supervision'. Some obstetricians remarked that midwives carrying 
malpractice insurance only meant that both she and the physicians would both get sued 
when there was the inevitable home birth "disaster". According to the statisticaly account 
provided by the LMAR proved was not the care, but their lack of participation reminded 
unchanged. 

1998 to 2013 -- worked informally with MBC Senior Counsel Anita Scuri and many staff 
members who had factual questions about how midwifery in OOH setting, identifying 
areas were the LMP A was problematically silent. 

2000 to 2006 - worked with Senator Figueroa and administrative assistant Liz Smith and 
Senate B&P Committee analysts Jay DuFuria and Vince Marchand on 3 midwife-sponsored 
amendments to LMP A . 

2003 - 2006 ~ regularly attending the Board's Midwifery Task Force; worked with Board 
president Dr. Fantozzi and Barbara Yaroslavsky to develop of the Standard of Care for 
California Licensed Midwives (SCCLM) until was adopted by the full Board in 2005 and 
approved by the OAL in 2006 . 

SB 1479, 2000 ~ Back-up arrangement form; woman's right to choose OOH birth 
setting, be provided with informed choice, continuity of individualized care, hands-on 
assistance during labor, sensitivity to the emotional and spiritual aspects of 
childbearing. A provision in SB 1479 required LMs, in coordination with each of their 
clients, to develop a plan for accessing medical services during the prenatal and 
intrapartum period to provide evaluation and both out-patient and in-patient services as 
needed, as well as identifying an appropriately-staffed and geographically accessible 
hospital that can provide comprehensive obstetrical and perinatal services in an 
emergency (Medical Interface form) 
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SB 1950, 2002 - MBC required to adopt a Midwifery Standard of Care defining the 
competent practice of community-based midwifery and refer to this midwifery standard 
(and not an obstetrical one) in licensing, investigations or disciplinary actions 

Historical Background: - As liaison between the MBC and two state 
midwifery organizations -- California Association of Midwives (CAM) and California 
College of Midwives (CCM) -- From 2003-to-2006 I worked closely with Dr. Richard 
Fantozzi, MD who was both president of the Board in 2005 and Chair of the 
Midwifery Task Force (different than the current MAC). 

At the request of Dr. Fantozzi's, I provided him with a copy of the CCM's 51-
page Standard of Care and Practice Guidelines as an example of community-based 
practice standards patterned after the professional standard published by the 
Canadian College of Midwifery of BC and consistent with standards in several other 
states. 

A few weeks later I also gave Dr. Fantozzi a 14-page version of the CCM 
Standard that I'd specifically modified to better fit the needs of the MBC. This shorter 
version was chosen by the September 15, 2005 Midwifery Task Force (which also 
included Barbara Yaroslavsky). 

During the morning bathroom break, Dr. Fantozzi, Dr. Ruth Haskins 
(obstetrician and ACOG rep) and Shannon Smith-Crowley (ACOG rep) and myself 
unexpectedly (and to the great surprise of the four of us!) worked the criteria for the 
infamous VBAC compromise of 2005, which was incorporated into the SCCLM as 
section 1379.19 (see attachment #1) 

The 14-page "Standards of Care for California Licensed Midwives" (SCCLM) and 
VBAC compromise Section 1379.19 was adopted by the MBC at the November 2005 
quarterly meeting, and officially approved by the OAL and implemented by the 
Board in March 9, 2006. 

SB 1638, 2006 required the MBC to create the Midwifery Advisory Council and the 
Licensed Midwives Annual Report (LMAR); worked Senate B&P Committee legal 
analyst Vince Marchand to write the original draft of what became the LMAR 

March 2007- 2013 - appointed to a 3-year term Midwifery Advisory Council by the Board, 
elected the Council's first Chair; resigned 2013 to care for my terminally-ill husband 

1997-2019- unpaid source of 'expert'information and testimony on community-based, 
OOH midwifery for plaintiff and defense attorneys in civil, OAL and criminal cases; court 
testimony in criminal case and OAL case (Allison Osborn, LM, Judge Roman, 1998). 
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Rachel Adams 

February 20, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I became a client of Faith's in the summer of 2017, when I was pregnant with my first child. 
saw her monthly, bimonthly and weekly as my pregnancy progressed, and she assisted me 
during my first child's birth. Happy with my experience, and now pregnant with my second 
child, I am currently a returning client. 

In my experience, Faith has been both a professional and personable midwife. The reason I 
originally chose Faith as my midwife was because of her experience working as a nurse and 
midwife, both in and outside of the healthcare system. I also immediately connected with her 
demeanor: straightforward, honest and calm. 

I believe that Faith would be an excellent addition to the Midwifery Advisory Council. First, her 
years of experience as a midwife and her continued self-education make her very 
knowledgeable about pregnancy, labor, birth, and midwifery practices. She is also very reliable 
and dependable. It is easy to get in contact with her to schedule or change appointments, and 
for answering any questions or concerns. Finally, her care of me during both my pregnancies, 
and myself and my first child during the postpartum period, were professional and dedicated. 

Please feel free to contact me if you need any additional information or clarification. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Adams 

==-
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February 17, 2020 

Medical Board of California 
2005 Evergreen Street, Suite 1200 
Sacramento, Ca 95815 

Att: Midwifery Program 

Dear Members of the Medical Board of California: 

I am writing to recommend Faith Gibson as a member of the Midwifery Council. 

I have known Faith for 24 years, and we have been in the same Peer Review group for 23 years. 
She taught some of the classes I took in my midwifery training, and we have attended a number 
of births together. 

Faith's qualifications for working on the Midwifery Council are beyond any reasonable 
expectations. Her knowledge of midwifery history and law are outstanding. Her knowledge of 
the science behind best midwifery practices is exceptional. The stellar outcomes in her 
midwifery practice are legendary. 

Before becoming a midwife, I was a mathematician and a computer scientist. My master's degree 
is from Stanford University, in Computer Science. I have gone to school and worked with some 
of the best and the brightest in Silicon Valley. Faith Gibson's intelligence and thoughtful analysis 

. are on a par with my previous computing colleagues. 

I can wholeheartedly recommend Faith Gibson for this position. 

Sincerely, 

1/4l,oTl,{:~t, 4 ,JplL~, 

Veronica (Ronnie) Falcao, LM MS 
CALM#0044 
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FEBRUARY 18, 2020 

To whom it ma)' concern, 

Faith Gibson has been a mentor and friend to me for 15+ years now. I assisted her at births 

from 2004 - 2011 and was her student in 2007, and now arn a practicing midwife for the last eight 

years. 

She hosts quarterly local peer reviews and has been very active in the promotion an safety 

of midwifery care. She is an excellimt advocate for birth.ing families and their midwives 

Should you have any questions regarding tbis reference, please feel free to con tact me. 

Sincerely, 

Hope Willems LM, CPM 

Lie# 324 
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	Faith Gibson
	Madeleine Wisner
	Tesa Kurin
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