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Presentation of Findings from the Medical Board of California’s 
Mandatory Licensure Renewal Survey
December 1, 2023

Background

• The Medical Board has conducted a
mandatory survey of MDs since the 
mid‐2000s.

• Healthforce Center at UCSF has 
analyzed multiple waves of this 
survey and voluntary supplemental 
surveys.

• The most recent findings were
released in 2021.

• Analyses of 2023 data are underway.

Supply and Distribution
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Determining the Number of 
Active Patient Care MDs, California, 2020

4Source: California Health Care Almanac (Coffman, et al. March 2021)

Number of Licensed MDs Providing Patient 
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Ten Largest MD Specialties, California, 2020
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Primary Care and Specialist MDs
by California Region, 2020
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Demographic Characteristics

MDs by Medical School Location and Specialty
California, 2020

Source: California Health Care Almanac (Coffman, et al. March 2021)
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Gender Distribution of California MDs, 
2000 and 2020
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Snapshot of MDs by Race and Ethnicity, 
California, 2020

Source: California Health Care Almanac (Coffman, et al. March 2021)
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New HCAI Questions

California Health Workforce 
Research and Data Center 

• Established under AB 133 (2021)
• Housed at the Department of
Health Care Access and
information (HCAI)
• Purpose

• Central source of health workforce
and education data

• Inform state health workforce
policy

• Partners with all healing arts 
licensing boards to collect data 
via licensure renewal surveys

New Topics
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Conclusions

Conclusions

• The number of MDs in California grew 
modestly between 2015 and 2020

• Many regions have low supplies of 
primary care MDs per capita, and
several have low supplies of specialist 
MDs per capita

• A large share of MDs are at or near 
retirement age

• The racial/ethnic and linguistic diversity 
of MDs does not reflect California’s
population

• New survey questions will yield 
additional insights about California’s 
MDs

Funder

California Health Care Foundation

Collaborator

Margaret Fix, MPH

Contact Information

Janet Coffman, PhD

Janet.Coffman@ucsf.edu

https://healthforce.ucsf.edu/
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