
Agenda Item #5 

MEDICAL BOARD STAFF REPORT 

 

DATE REPORT ISSUED: November 22, 2023 

 

ATTENTION: Special Faculty Permit Review Committee 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion and Possible Action on Requirements of 

Reference Letters 

 

STAFF CONTACT: Miranda Williams, Associate Analyst 

 Licensing Program 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Discuss and consider possible action on the current expectations for reference letters to 

be submitted as part of an application for a special faculty permit and whether any 

clarifications should be considered and formalized.  

 

BACKGROUND: 

Pursuant to Business and Professions Code (BPC) section 2168.2, an application for a 

special faculty permit shall be made on a form prescribed by the Board and shall include 

any information that the Board may prescribe to establish an applicant’s eligibility for a 

permit. 

 

The current special faculty permit application lists the following documentation to be 

submitted with the application: 

 

“Copies of all official documentation of abundant and strong evidence of your 

academic eminence, clinical skills, and your importance to the mission of the 

medical school. This should include, but not be limited to, information from the 

dean, the department chair, and not less than two, nor more than four outside 

referee [sic] letters, independent of you or your sponsoring medical school, that 

directly address the qualifications and credentials essential to the proposed 

appointment. All letters should be relevant and directly supportive of the 

applicant’s appointment, similar in content to letters submitted to a university’s 

academic committee in support of an academic appointment.” 

 

At the December 14, 2022, Special Faculty Permit Review Committee (SFPRC) 

meeting, the SFPRC requested a discussion on the expectations for the applicants’ 

reference letters and whether the requirements for acceptable reference letters should 

be clarified. 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		sfp-AgendaItem5-20231206.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		Medical Board of California





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
