


PHYSICIANS ARE DELINQUENT IN PAYING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR TRIPLICATE PRESCRIPTIONS

When you order triplicate prescriptions
required for prescribing Schedule 11
controlled substances, the Department of
Justice sends you the triplicates in groups
of 100 prescriptions, together with an
invoice of $6.10 which represents the
Department’s actual cost of production.
The Department notified BMQA that as of
February 1982, it had 4,332 invoices which
were 90 days past due, representing
$26,428; 714 invoices which were 60 days
past due, representing $4,335, and 774

invoices which were 30 days past due,
representing $4,721. This amounts to
$35,484 in delinquent fees owed by
physicians. Please pay the Department
the $6.10 fee which you owe as youreceive
your triplicates. The invoice is enclosed
with the triplicates. Please pay the exact
amount of the invoice. Because of the
complexity of the State’s accounting
system, please do not prepay when you
place your order. Your cooperation is
appreciated.

PHYSICIAN'S DUTY TO
REPORT
PESTICIDE CONDITIONS

Two recent decisions by the OSHA
Appeals Board provide a useful test by
which to measure the reasonableness of a
physician’s decision to report a known or
suspected pesticide case. In summary, the
decisions state:

1) Physicians have the duty to
investigate or inquire before ruling out
pesticides.

2) An occupational health history is an
essential part of the treatment. Physicians
cannot argue no duty to report cases if

they fail to take such a history or refuse to
believe in a history given by a worker. A
doctor does not have to be absolutely
certain that pesticides caused the
condition.

3) *“Reasonable cause to believe” a
pesticide cause is to be based on a
“reasonably prudent physician” who is
given certain information from a worker
and makes further inquiries to resolve any
doubts.

DORIDEN AND CODEINE IN
COMBINATION USED AS AN
ALTERNATIVE TO HEROIN

A Calitornia state mental hospital
reports an alarming increase in the use of
glutethimide (Doriden) and codeine in
combination as a relatively inexpensive,
easily obtained, and convenient
alternative to the use of heroin. The
California state hospital reports a steady
increase in the number of admissions in
1981 due to this combination which has a
street name of “Loads”. The two
components of “Loads” are obtained
through licit and illicit prescriptions or
diverted drug supplies. A “Load” consists
of 1000 mgm (2 Dorid.:n tablets) and four
grains of codeine, usually in combination
with aspirin and ac~taminophen. This

combination is highly addicting and
produces a tolerance that requires more
frequent consumption to produce the
desired effect. Frequently, consumption is
increased to as many as 20 “Loads” per
day. Glutethimide was introduced as. a
presumed good alternative to ,the
barbiturates which has been disproven.
Physicians should carefully evaluate
patients who seek this combination of
drugs and reevaluate all patients who
have had these drugs prescribed. This
combination has been responsible for a
number of deaths in 1981, which was
double the number of deaths reported in
1980.






Dow, Joseph E., M.D. (A-28472)—Lakeview Terrace
2949, 2238 New B&P Code; 11154 H&S Code
Prescribing dangerous drugs without a prior good fajth
examination and medical indication and to persons not
under his treatment for a pathology or condition.
Revoked, stayed, 3 years probation on terms and
conditions, including 30 days actual suspension. judical
review concluded.
October 20, 1981

Eneass, Judson F., M.D. (A-25086)—San Francisco
2391.5, 700, 2399.5 B&P Code; 11154 H&S Code
Excessive prescribing of controlled substances without a
good faith prior examination and medical indication and
to persons not under his treatment for a pathology or
condition.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions.
November 2, 1981

Fandrich, Harry ‘A., M.D. (A-13725)—Nuevo
23995, 2361.5, 700, 725 B&P Code; 11154, 11164 (a), 11168,
11169, 11190 H&S Code.
Excessive prescnbing of Codeine without a good faith
prior examination and medical indication and to a person
not under his treatment for a pathology or condition.
Violation of statutes regulating prescription forms and
records.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions. Judicial review recently completed.
December 14, 1981

Ferriss, Alfred W., M.D. (C-21235)—Mill Valley
Violation of probation under prior disciplinary decision.
Revoked.
August 19, 1981

Gaunt, Frank L., M.D. (A-28132)—Lemoncove
2361 (b), (d) B&P Code
Gross negligence and incompetence in performing facial
plastic surgery. Prior discipline for inept plastic surgery.
Revoked.
August 19, 1981

Geller, Stanley J., M.D. (A-11996)—Arcadia
2363 B&P Code
Discipline of Oklahoma license by that state for
prescribing drugs without sufficient examination and the
establishment of a valid physician-patient relationship,
and of having deceived the public by writing prescriptions
for controlled substances, having antagonistic effects.
Revoked, stayed, 10 years probation on terms and
conditions, including 60 days actual suspension. Judicial
review concluded.
October 31, 1981

Gerges, Amin Habib, M.D. (C-38507)—Garden Grove
2296, 2297 New B&P Code
Impairment seriously affecting ability to practice safely.
~lu appearance by respondent.
Kevoked.
September 7, 1981

Gill, Ian, M.D. (C-21038) —Redding
725, 2234 New B&P Code
Excessive prescribing and administering of massive doses
of Demerol over a prolonged period to two adult patients
by a pediatrician for relief of pain, without appropriate
consultation with other physicians.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terns and
conditions.
October 16, 1981

Goldberg, Herbert M., M.D. {C-32251)—Encino
2234 (b) New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Gross negligence by plastic surgeon
in allowing anesthesiologist to leave the patient during a
nose operation when the patient’s respiration was in
jeopardy, lcading to cardiac arrest and subsequent
irreversible cerebral damage.
Revoked, stayed, 3 years probation on terms and
conditions.
December 18, 1981

Hall, James W.; II, M.D. (G-T779)—Medford, Oregon
2305 New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Oregon license revoked by that state
for history of alcohol problems,
Revoked.
October 30, 1981

Halpem, Leonard E., M.D. (G-598) —Sun Valley
725, 2242 New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Excessive prescribing of controlled
substances without good faith prior examination and
medical indication.
One year suspension, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and conditions, including 45 days actual suspension.
Qctober 16, 1981

Henderson, Charles, M.D. (A-18202) —Davis
Violated probation under prior disciplinary decision. No
appearance by respondent.
Revoked.
July 27, 1981

Katz, Norman, M.D. {G-9137)—New Rochelle, New York
2305 New B&P Code:
New York license suspended 6 months by that state for
unlawful prescribing of controlled drugs, fraudulent
billing to the County, and unlawful use of receptionist to
do x-ray work.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probaton on terms and
conditions, including 6 months actual suspension,
July 27, 1981

Kauffman, Jeffrey Del, M.D. (A-23294)—Tahoe City
2361 (b) (c) (d) B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Gross negligence, incampetence and
repeated similar negligence in his care and treatment of
obstetrical patients.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probaton on terms and
conditions,
Qctober 5, 1981

Knox, John J., M.D. (A-26184) —New Orleans, Louisiana
2303, 2236 New B&P Code
Michigan license suspended 3 months by that state for a
conviction for unlawful possession of a controlled
substance.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions.
November 9, 1981

Kompus, Larry L, M.D. (C-32523)—Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan .
2305, 2236 New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Michigan license revoked by that
state for homosexual acts with two mental patients, and for
unlawful prescribing. Same conduct also resulted in
crirainal conviction.
Revoked.
September 16, 1981

Lastreto, Emilio, M.D. {AO-7564)—San Francisco
Stipulated Decision. Surrender of license subject to
numerous conditions in the event of reapplication for
license.

Accusation dismissed.
September 16, 1981

Lax, Aaron, M.D. (C-9181)—Beverly Hills
2236, 2237 New B&P Code
Federal conviction. Selling cocaine.
Revoked.
November 9, 1979

Leventhal, Marc S., M.D. (C-30387)—Pomona
2934 (b) New B&P Code
Consultant failed to make extraordinary efforts to find and
locate patient to inform him the pathology report

indicated a malignant tumor.
Public reprimand.
September 14, 1981

Levine, David 1., M.D. (A-12254)—Los Angeles
725, 2242, 2238 New B&P Code; 11154 H&S
Prescribed controlled substances without medical
indication, clearly excessive prescribing, and to persons
not under his treatment for a pathology or condition.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions, including 60 days actual suspension.
Septermnber 11, 1981

Levinson, David C., M.D. (C-10282)—Beverly Hills
2399.5, 2391.5 B&P Code; 11190 H&S Code
Prescribed  Quaalude without good faith prior
examination and medical indication. Failed to make
records of controlled substance transactions.
Public Reproval.
October 15, 1981



Majlessi, Hojabr Fazel, M.D. (A-34915)—Egg Harbor, New
Jersey
2305 New B&P Code
New Jersey license suspended by that state for sexual
transgressions.
Revoked, stayed, 10 years probation on terms and
conditions.
December 28, 1981

McKirdy, Archibald A., M.D. (A-21018)—San Francisco
2399.5, 2391.5 B&P Code; 11154, 11172 H&S Code
Stipulated Decision. Prescribéd controlled substances
without a good faith prior examination and medical
indication, and to persons not under his treatment for a
pathology or condition. Unlawful postdating of
prescriptions.

Revoked, stayed, 5 years probaton on terms and
conditions.
Qctober 15, 1981

Meyer, Donald D., M,D. (C-8510)—Napa
Stipulated Decision, Surrender of License.
Accusation dismissed.

September 15, 1981

Mitchell, Constantine, M.D. (C-33150) —Marina del Rey
2234 (a), 2400, 2052 New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Aided and abetted a clinic in the
unlicensed practice of medicine.
30 day suspension, stayed, 2 years probation on terms and
conditions.
July 9, 1981

O'Brien, Francis T., M.D. (C-24699) —San Diego
2416, 2361 (a) B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Failed to comply with an order
compelling a psychiatric examination.
Revoked, stayed on conditions, then 5 years probation on
terms and conditions.
September 30, 1981

Olson, Wilfred R., M.D. (C-20821)—Oroville
2391.5 B&P Code; 11170 H&S Code
Violated probation under a prior decision prohibiting the
use of alcohol. Self administration of Darvon, a controlled
substance.
Revoked, stayed, 10 years probation on terms and
conditions, including 6 months actual suspension.
July 22, 1981 !

Oppenheim, Elliott DB, M.D. (G-27130)—Seattle,
Washington
2363 B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. Washington license revoked by that
state for obtaining and distributing cocaine for
nontherapeutic purposes.
Revoked.
October 7, 1981

Osborn, Jack Marion, M.D. (A-15625)—Garden Grove
2399.5, 2391.5 B&P Code; 11154 H&S Code
Prescribed controtled substances without a good faith
prior uxamination and medical indication, and to persons
not under his treatment for a pathology or condition.
30 day suspension.
October 17, 1981

Pak, Byong Joon, M.D. {(G-35602)—Fair Oaks
2234 (b) Nev: B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. DMV physical examinations required
for vehicle drivers were conducted in a grossly negligent
manner.
90 days suspension, stayed, 3 years probation on terms and
conditions.
June 11, 1981

Palmer, Bonita, M.D. (G-35457)—San Francisco
Stipulated Decision. Voluntary surrender of license.
Accusaton dismissed without prejudice.

December 30, 1981

Pecci, Emest F., M.D. (G-8486)—Pleasant Hill
2361 (b) (c), 2392, 2141 B&P Code
Gross negligence and incompetence in the diagnosis and
treatns;nt of a child with neurological and seizure
disorde:rs. Alded office assistant in the unlicensed practice
of maiticine.
One y:-ar suspension, stayed, 5 years probation on terms
and coditions. Judicial review recently completed.
April 3, 1981

Perry, Samuel George, M.D. (C-16516) —Santa Monica
2383, 2399.5, 700, 2391.3 B&P Code; 11154 H&S Code
Stipulated Decision. Conviction for filing false insurance
claim and for prescribing a controlled substance to a
person not under his treatment for a pathology or
condition. Also, excessive prescribing and prescribing
without prior ination and medical indication.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probatdon on terms and
conditions, including one year actual suspension.
October 29, 1981

Pfefer, Lionel M., M.D. (C-12200)—San Ramon

2391.8 B&P Code

Prescribed controlled substances without a federal DEA
permit and in violation of probaton under a prior
discipline.

Revoked, stayed, continued probation with $ years added
to the original term, and an actual suspension of 90 days.
October 29, 1981

Prendergast, Louis J., M.D. (C-16919) —Fresno
2390, 2391.5 B&P Code; 11155, 11190, 11377, 11350 Hé&S
Code :
Stipulated Decision. Self use, unlawful possession, and
furnishing of controlled substances, in violation of
numerous statutes regulating drugs, and in violation of
probation, Third discipline.-
Revoked.
July 23, 1981

Rappolt, Richard T., M.D. {C-27888)—San Francisco
25,2234 (b), (e), 2238, 2242 New B&P Code; 11154, 11136,
11190 H&S Code
Excessive prescribing of controlled substances without a
good faith prior examination and medical indication, and
to a person not under his treatment for a pathology or
condition other than addiction. Furnishing drugs to an
addict. Gross negligence. Dishonesty. No appearance by
respondent.

Revoked.
December 16, 1981

Repaire, John R., M.D. (C-25189)—San Diego
2234 (b) New B&P Code
Gross negligence i the management of a home delivery
and postnatal care.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions.
December 16, 1981

Roby, Russell R., M.D. (C-35880)—Fresno
2361, 2391.5, 2399.5, 2411 B&P Code; 11155, 11157, 11170,
11173 (a) (b), 11174 H&S Code
Numerous violations of probation, including continued
self-abuse of drugs. Numerous violations of drug statutes.
Departed for Texas without informing patients or
urranging for their continued care with othier physicians.
Third discipline.
HRevoked.
October 23, 1981

Rosen, David, M.D. (G-8536)—San Rafael
2234 (e) New B&P Code
Stipulated Decision. False claims to Medi-Cal for
psychotherapy services never performed.
30 days suspension, stayed, 3 years probation on terms and
conditions. '
October 29, 1981

Rubinger, Joshua H., M.D. (G-12946)—Siockion
Stipulated Decision. Voluntary surrender due to health
reasons.

Accusation dismissed without prejudice.
July 7, 1881

Scherr, Barry Allan, M.D. (G-33006)—Blue Lake
2361 {e), 2391.5 B&P Code; 11154, 11157, 11164 (a} H&S
Code :
Dishonest billings for service not rendered or
misrepresented. Unlawful prescription procedures for a
Schedule II narcotic. No appearance by respondent.
Revoked.
October 21, 1981

Sciaroni, Lloyd G., M.D. (A-28105)—Fretno
700, 725, 2234, 2238, 2241, 2242 New B&P Code
Prescribing controlled substances without a good faith
prior examination and medical indication; excessive
prescribing; prescribing to an addict or habitue; and
prescribing practices constituting similar negligent acts
and incompetence.
Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation on terms and
conditions, including 45 days actual suspension.
August 24, 1881
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INFORMATION FROM THE GENETIC DISEASE SECTION,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES REGARDING
PHENYLKETONURIA, HYPOTHYROIDISM AND

Regulations (California Administrative
Code, Title 17, Sections 6500-6507)
enacted October 30, 1980 converted an
existing phenylketonuria (PKU)
screening program into an expanded
program with the addition of screening
for hypothyroidism and galactosemia.
With the cooperation of hospitals and
physicians the program has been
successfully implemented and over
400,000 newborns have been screened for
these preventable causes of mental
retardation in the first 15 months of
operation. Seven cases of galactosemia, 19
cases of PKU and 125 cases of
hypothyroidism have been detected and
placed on preventative treatment in an
expeditious manner.

Review of reports required under the
regulations reveals however that some
physicians are not aware of what the
regulations require. Physicians engaged in
prenatal care are required to provide the
pregnant woman with a State approved
information sheet concerning newborn
screening ‘“‘Important Information for
Parents” (GDF1). These sheets can be
obtained from the Genetic Disease
Section, 2151 Berkeley Way, Annex 4,

GALACTOSEMIA

Berkeley, California 94704, and can be
reproduced if desired.

The regulations make special provisions
for newborns discharged within the first
24 hours of life. The regulations allow the
physician to use his/her judgment in
either collecting the blood specimen
before discharge or discharging and
collecting the blood specimen on or
before the sixth day of life and sending it
to the State approved laboratory. Some
physicians are apparently discharging
newborns without collecting blood and
then failing to obtain the required
out-patient test. If this occurs because of
conditions beyond the physicians control,
e.g. the family cannot be located or is
uncooperative, the physician is required
to notify the local area genetic center
nurse. Lists of Area Genetic Center nurses
and telephone numbers can be also
obtained from the Genetic Disease
Section at the above address. If there is
any question about ability to collect an
out-patient blood specimen, the blood
should be collected at the time of
discharge.

Finally, the regulations require any
physician making a diagnosis of
galactosemia, galactokinase deficiency,

PXU or congenital (but not acquired)
hypothyroidism to notify the Genetic
Disease Section at the above address. A
note on your letterhead is sufficient to
initiate  contact and give Dbasic
information. This information is necessary
to determine if the program is missing any
cases, and is used for other program
decisions such as the optimal ratio of initial
presumptive positive to confirmed cases,
the necessity for retesting etc.

The persons responsible for collection of
the blood sample are also responsible for
collection of the program participation fee
{$24). If you do not want to assume this
responsibility have the blood specimen
collected gt a maternity hospital or other
out-patient laboratory and the
Department will invoice them directly.
Section 1367.3 of Health and Safety Code
requires group insurance plans to offer
preventative health care for children,
which includes coverage of this test if
requested by the group. If your patients
have insurance please call this new law to
their attention.

Any questions or suggestions about
program operation are welcomed and
should be sent directly to the Genetic
Disease Section.

ACTION REPORT TO BE
PUBLISHED TWICE A YEAR

Beginning with this issue, the Action
Report which was previously issued
quarterly, will be issued twice each year.
Non-physicians who wish to be continued
on the mailing list must respond in writing
to Marc Grimm, Board of Medical Quality
Assurance, 1430 Howe Avenue,
Sacramento, California 95825, by June 15,
1982, 1’hysicians will continue to receive
automatic mailings.
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