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Physician Obligations
Regarding Death Certification

The Medical Board of California has highlighted the issue of
death certificate reporting responsibilities on numerous
occasions over the years, most recently in its October 1994
Action Report article “The Death Certificate: A Primer for
Physicians” by George R. Flores, M.D., M.P.H., Sonoma
County Public Health Officer and Assistant Clinical Professor
of Family and Community Medicine, U.C. San Francisco.
This article will serve as an opportunity to provide additional
information to physicians on this critical issue and to stress the
importance of timely reporting.

The Medical Board has heard from a variety of sources about
death certificates being completed inadequately or in an
untimely manner. Any of us who has lost a loved one can fully
understand the difficulty for families in the delay of any
information regarding death certification. Some have
suggested new legislation to put additional mandates on this
system of reporting deaths. We believe that there are adequate
laws on record and complaint processes set up for times when
those laws are not followed. The following questions and
answers are based on current California law.

What is the importance of the death certificate?

The death certificate is a legal document as well as a public
document. Insurers, tax officials, the family of the deceased,
and others rely on its information. Its demographic and cause
of death information is used to compile a body of
epidemiologic knowledge, used by scientists and policy
makers to initiate research or to fund health and social
programs. Disposition of remains cannot occur until the death
certificate has been filed.

What is the physician’s responsibility in completing a
death certificate?

In California, a licensed physician is legally obligated within
15 hours of the natural death of his or her patient to complete,
sign, and attest to the medical and health data and the date and
time of death on the death certificate. The physician shall
specifically indicate the existence of any cancer of which the
physician has actual knowledge. During this same period, the
physician must deposit the certificate at the place of death
(e.g., the hospital), deliver it to the attending funeral director
at his or her place of business, or arrange with the funeral
director for pick up at the physician’s office (Health and
Safety Code sections 102800 and 102825).

When does the physician report the death to the county
coroner?

Before completing the death certificate, under any of the
following circumstances the physician must report the death to
the county coroner:

» death occurs without medical attendance;

» deaths where the deceased has not been attended by a
physician in the 20 days before death;

» when the attending physician and surgeon or the physician
assistant is unable to state the cause of death;

« when suicide is suspected;
« following an injury or an accident (old or new);

« under circumstances that afford a reasonable ground to
suspect that the death was caused by the criminal act of
another;

« deaths by starvation, acute alcoholism, drug addiction,
aspiration, or sudden infant death syndrome;

» deaths known or suspected due to a contagious disease
constituting a public hazard;

+ deaths from occupational diseases or hazards

If after the coroner conducts an inquiry into the cause of death,
and determines that the physician of record has sufficient
knowledge to state the cause of death as occurring under
natural circumstances, the coroner may authorize the
physician to sign the certificate of death.

Does the physician signing the certificate have to be the
attending physician (the physician who last saw the patient
alive in a professional capacity)?

Although this is preferred, when the attending physician is
unavailable within the specified time after death, a physician
may designate another physician who has access to the
physician’s records to act as his or her agent for the purpose of
certification of death, provided that the designee acts in
consultation with the physician.

What about certificates of fetal death?

The physician in attendance at the delivery of a fetus beyond
the 20th week of uterogestation must, within 15 hours after the
delivery, state on the certificate of fetal death: date and time of

(Continued on p. 7)
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1ea/h News

New “California Confidential
Morbidity Report” (CMR) Form*

The California Department of Health Services and local city
and county public health agencies have introduced the new
Confidential Morbidity Report (CMR) form. The new CMR
form was developed to facilitate and improve disease
reporting in California. Conditions that are reportable by law
should be reported to the local health department on the new
CMR form.

This new CMR form on page 9 is replacing the old beige
CMR cards which will no longer be supplied by the
Department of Health Services. The new CMR form has
many advantages over the old CMR cards:

1. The form is larger, faxable, and is provided by your local
health department with a fax coversheet and the agency’s
dedicated fax number.

2. A listing of legally reportable conditions under Title 17,
California Code of Regulations, is printed on the back
side of the new CMR form in addition to any locally
reportable diseases.

3. A box containing the local health department’s address
and fax number to which completed CMR forms should
be forwarded.

The new CMR form should simplify the physician’s
responsibility to notify the local health department when a

patient has a reportable condition which is diagnosed or
suspected. It is important that physicians and other health care
providers report these conditions to the county health
department where the patient resides so that appropriate
follow-up can occur within that jurisdiction.

Reporting to public health is crucial for disease surveillance,
detection of outbreaks, and for an appropriate public health
response. Disease reporting is also a legal requirement; the
Medical Board of California has cite-and-fine authority for
failure to notify the local health department of reportable
conditions.

The recent updates to the CMR form will improve disease
reporting and the ability to follow and respond to disease
issues within the community. To obtain copies of this new
CMR form, or should you have any questions about the form
or disease reporting, please contact your local health
department.

* Please note that we are publishing only the front portion of
this new CMR form. The copy you will receive upon ordering
these will list on the reverse side the Title 17, California
Code of Regulations, section 2500, Reportable Diseases and
Conditions, which we recently published in the April 1997,
Volume 61, Action Report.

The Medical Board has hired a new
attorney, effective April I, 1998.
John M. Puente is the Board’s new
Staff Counsel. This position provides
legal services support to the Medical
Board, the Executive Director,
Medical Board staff and others in
areas such as physician discipline,
legislation and litigation.

Mr. Puente comes to the Medical
Board from the California
Department of Social Services
(CDSS), where he served as Staff
Counsel since 1997. Among other

Foster Children.

Medical Board Hires New Staff Counsel

responsibilities at CDSS, he researched
legal issues in adoptions, foster care,
child abuse and neglect; drafted
legislation, statules, regulations, issue
memoranda, bill analyses and
settlements; and served as staff to the
Judicial Council of California, Special
Task Force on Court/Community
Outreach. He also served as counsel to
the Department’s Health Policy for

Mr. Puente served as a Special Assistant
to Eloise Anderson, Director, CDSS, in
his capacity as an Executive Fellow

from 1996-97. His responsibilities
included policy development in
many programs from Adoption to
Welfare Reform, as well as assisting
in the resolution of several high
profile lawsuits filed against the
Department. While an Executive
Fellow, he also was a legal advisor
and assisted the California State
Children’s Trust Fund and helped
coordinate the 1997 “March for
Children” and “Run for Their Lives™
charity events benefiting the Trust
Fund.
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clinical which she had previously agreed to take. Revoked,
stayed, 5 years probation with terms and conditions.
November 12, 1997

DARROW, JOHN CROSBY, M.D. (G33544)
San Francisco, CA

B&P Code §§141(a), 2234. Disciplined by New York for 7
convictions of driving under the influence of alcohol or
driving while impaired. Revoked. November 14, 1997

DELCARMEN, GLENN RICKY, M.D. (G64209)
La Jolla, CA

B&P Code §2234(b)(c)(d). Stipulated Decision. Gross
negligence, incompetence and repeated negligent acts in his
care and treatment of a 71 year-old patient with a complaint of
persistent abdominal pain. Revoked, stayed, 3 years probation
with terms and conditions. November 3, 1997

DELONG, KENT ALLEN, M.D. (G42877)
Redlands, CA

B&P Code §4077. Stipulated Decision. Dispensed improperly
labeled controlled substances. Revoked, stayed, 5 years
probation with terms and conditions. November 28, 1997

DOYLE, JOHN MICHAEL, M.D. (G73367)
Glendale, CA

B&P Code §§490, 2234(f), 2236, 2239. Stipulated Decision.
Twice convicted of driving while under the influence of
alcohol. Revoked, stayed, 3 years probation with terms and
conditions. December 1, 1997

DURAIRAJ, SADAYAPPA K., M.D. (A26651)
Flintridge, CA

B&P Code §2234. Stipulated Decision. Failed to document in
a patient’s death certificate that the insertion of a Swan-Ganz
Catheter, subsequent tension pneumothorax and subcutaneous
emphysema were contributing factors to the patient’s death.
Public Letter of Reprimand. December 15, 1997

ELGABRI, TAREK HASSANEIN, M.D. (A41594)
Warwick, RI

B&P Code §141(a). Disciplined by Rhode Island for having
sexual relations with 3 patients. Revoked. January 2, 1998

GOLDBERG, STEVEN MARK, M.D. (G31613)
Laguna Niguel, CA

B&P Code §2234. Violated terms and conditions of Board
probation. Revoked. January 21, 1998

GRANT, ROBERT A,, M.D. (C19920)
Canoga Park, CA

B&P Code §2234(d). Stipulated Decision. Inadequate

management of wrist surgery of a patient both pre and post-
operative. Public Reprimand. November 11, 1996

HARRISON, MARK L., M.D. (C42910)

Key Biscayne, FL

B&P Code §§141(a), 2234. Stipulated Decision. Disciplined
by Texas for inadequate supervision of medical activities and
for aiding and abetting the unlicensed practice of medicine.
Public Letter of Reprimand. January 13, 1998

HOO, ROBERT KEN, M.D. (G78736)

Garden Grove, CA

B&P Code §2234(b)(d). Committed acts of gross negligence
and incompetence while administering anesthesia to a patient
undergoing several cosmetic surgery procedures by his failure
to monitor the patient’s fluids, his failure over the course of
several hours to diagnose the patient’s declining vital signs
and call a halt to the surgery to evaluate the patient, and his
failure to call for a hospital transfer even when the patient was
in obvious distress. Revoked. November 26, 1997

HURD, STEVEN MORRIS, M.D. (G41187)

Tiburon, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(a)(e)(f), 2261, 2271, 2274,
Stipulated Decision. Made false certifications of his
orthopedic credentials to the Department of Industrial
Relations and misrepresented his orthopedic and chiropractic
qualifications to a patient and during a deposition, Revoked,
stayed, 4 years probation with terms and conditions.
December 15, 1997

HOOPER, GREGORY FITZGERALD, M.D. (G68160)
Sunnyvale, CA

B&P Code §2234(c). Engaged in acts of repeated negligence
for failing to chart the medical visits of several patients and
for instituting the Danish study concept without permission or
knowledge of the hospital. Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation
with terms and conditions. November 20, 1997

HUANG, HARVEY MING, M.D. (A31503)

Coalinga, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b)(c)(d), 2242(a). Prescribed Nubain
and Phenergan to a patient before undertaking any
examination and without indication the patient was in great
distress, and departed from the standard of care by performing
an inappropriate examination of a female patient based on the
complaints presented. Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation with
terms and conditions. January 5, 1998. Judicial review being
pursued.
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JANI, SANATKUMAR MANEKLAL, M.D. (A33763)
Westminster, MD

B&P Code §141(a). Disciplined by Maryland for repeated
failure to manage anesthesia competently and repeated
charting deficiencies. Revoked. December 18, 1997

JOSEF, AVELINO SAMSON, M.D. (A34659)

Long Beach, CA

B&P Code §2234. Violated terms and conditions of Board
probation. Revoked. December 15, 1997

KITZMAN, MARK MICHAEL, M.D. (G32361)

Lake Oswego, OR

B&P Code §§141(a), 2234, 2305. Disciplined by Oregon for
sexually abusing minor children, including patients. Revoked,
however, revocation is stayed for 1 year. If license in Oregon
is restored within that year, he will be placed on 10 years
probation with terms and conditions. If Oregon license is not
restored within | year then the stay is vacated and license is

revoked. License is suspended during the 1 year stay. January
2, 1998

KLUSSMAN, RICHARD MANSFIELD, M.D. (A26541)
Malibu, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(e), 2236, 2238, 2239. Self-use of
controlled substance, Fentanyl; made a false stolen vehicle
report to the CHP; felony conviction for conspiracy to commit
a crime to wit: obstruction of a criminal investigation
persuading or attempting to persuade witnesses to give false
information to officers investigating a hit-and-run accident in
which he was involved; criminal conviction for driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs; and engaged in the practice

of medicine while his license was suspended. Revoked.
January 16, 1998

KUO, GEORGE Q., M.D. (A50218)

New York, NY

B&P Code §141(a). Stipulated Decision. Disciplined by New
York for inadequate record keeping. Public Reprimand.
January 29, 1998

LEWY, ROBERT IRA, M.D. (G30070)

Houston, TX

B&P Code §§141(a), 2234. Stipulated Decision. Disciplined
by Texas for issuing a press release to prospective patients that
was confusing and misleading, and for exclusion from the
medical staff of a hospital for inadequate medical record
keeping. Public Letter of Reprimand. January 14, 1998
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LLOYD, STANLEY J., M.D. (G1243)
La Jolla, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(b). Stipulated Decision. Failed to
recognize the appearance of cells suggestive of malignancy on
pap smear slides. Revoked, stayed, 3 years probation with
terms and conditions. November 6, 1997

MABATID, HEIDI FLORES, M.D. (A38090)
Penn Valley, CA

B&P Code §141(a). Disciplined by New York for conviction
of violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice and
unprofessional conduct. While in the United States Air Force
she willfully and with intent to deceive, falsely signed a basic
allowance for quarters and cost of living allowance
recertification listing her mother as a dependent when in fact
her mother was deceased. Revoked. November 6, 1997

MATORY, WILLIAM EARLE, Jr., M.D. (C39810)
Irvine, CA

B&P Code §2234(b)(d). Commitied acts of gross negligence
and incompetence in his care and treatment of a patient
undergoing several cosmetic surgery procedures by his failure
to diagnose and evaluate the patient’s condition during and
after these surgical procedures, failure to request emergency
transfer and paramedic assistance, and failure to admit the
patient to the hospital immediately. Revoked. November 26,
1997. Judicial review being pursued.

METZNER, RICHARD JOEL, M.D. (G16504)
Los Angeles, CA

B&P Code §141(a). Stipulated Decision. Disciplined by
Arizona for treating and prescribing to 3 patients before
completing the licensing process in that state. Public Letter of
Reprimand. December 23, 1997

MONSHAW, ROBERT ALLEN, M.D. (C42046)
Blue Bell, PA

B&P Code §141(a). Disciplined by New York for practicing
with negligence and incompetence on more than one occasion,
gross incompetence, fraud and failure to maintain accurate
records. Revoked, stayed, 5 years probation with terms and
conditions. January 2, 1998

MOSS, ROBERT ALLAN, M.D. (G33764)
Fountain Valley, CA

B&P Code §§2234, 2234(a)(b), 2242. Stipulated Decision. No
admissions but does not contest the allegations of his failure to
adequately supervise a weight loss clinic, aiding and abetting
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